CASE STUDY

Parish Church, Tottenham
Cost to client: Squatting activity and
remedial action: £10,000 in legal fees and
costs
Other costs: Specialist dog and handler,
locksmith, temporary security guards,
bailiff attendance and activity: £10,000
Immediate costs: Remedial operation
which took 2-3 days working flat out to
make the premises habitable for property
guardians to move in and Church use:
£10,000

Global Guardians were called in to
assist with a problem with squatters
who had been occupying a church
building in Tottenham, in the heart of
Haringey in north London.
The squatters had been in situ for over 12
months and numbered around ten individuals,
citing “squatters’ rights” to hold exclusivity

of the building. The property owners finally
realised they needed assistance to take back
their property so asked for the help of Global
Guardians’ ‘Guardian Solution’.
In the run up to the final action, costs had
risen to some £10,000 for legal fees over the
course of several weeks with an additional
£10,00 for a variety of other costs which
included a specially trained dog and handler,
locksmith, security guards and bailiffs.
Prior to the eviction, all those involved were
called to a full briefing close to the site to
ensure everyone involved understood the
procedures, and the process was carried out
as quickly and efficiently as possible with
minimum disturbance or disruption to both
neighbours and the surrounding streets. The
briefing was done nearby, but far enough away
to ensure the squatters had no prior warning
of the action and thereby erect barricades or
attempt to escape via the easily accessible
roof of the property which would have caused
issues and delays during the eviction process.

AFTER

BEFORE

Once the strategy was in place a team
comprising police, bailiffs, locksmith, the
property owners and security staff from Global
Guardians made their way to the property.
The eviction from the building was enforced
using the necessary Court ordered Interim
Possession Order which had been obtained
prior to the eviction, while the locksmith and
bailiffs gained access through the front garage.
The squatters were initially unaware of the
forced entry to the building by the security team
and consequently were evicted calmly from
the premises with all their possessions and any
anticipated trouble or difficulty was avoided.
Subsequent inspection of the property
revealed the building to be in an extremely
poor state with considerable damage having
been done by the squatters, e.g. removal of
the electric meter and serious deterioration
to the fabric and structure, which meant the
building’s value had considerably depreciated
and was virtually uninhabitable.

Having secured the building, it required a
thorough inspection of what remedial works
needed carrying out before property guardians
could take up residence to secure the
premises going forward. These works included
installation of bathroom and kitchen facilities,
clearing and cleaning out the building and
mess left by the squatters, placing lockable
doors on each guardian room and ensuring
the utilities (gas and electrics) were all
installed, safe and properly certificated.
All this work took the Global Guardians inhouse maintenance team 2-3 days working
flat out and £10,000 worth of expenditure in
order for their guardians to move in under an
occupational licence agreement.
Since all the above was carried out, the
building has been occupied by three property
guardians who have living spaces strategically
placed throughout the Church building to
keep it safe for its owners while plans were
finally put in place to develop the building as a
community hall and facility.

As a result of this activity, Global Guardians took
over the premises with a view to safeguarding
it for the Minister and the Church. In the first
instance two security guards
remained on site to secure the
most vulnerable points of the
Global Guardians
property to prevent any further
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